department as a senior demonstrator and then research fellow until 1978, although in 1972 he won a Fulbright Fellowship to spend six months with Professor Don Smith at Northwestern University -this was his first taste for travel.
After leaving his alma mater, he stepped immediately into the Foundation Chair of Chemistry at Deakin University in 1978. This was an exciting time as he needed to establish his own research group as well as the new department, within the Division of Chemical and Physical Sciences at Deakin. His research students included Gordon Wallace, Sam Adeloju, and many others who were to work closely with Alan to define the electrochemical landscape in Australia. A feature of Alan's research during these early years was the use of his electroanalytical approaches for applied research. Many companies and colleagues from other disciplines found that electrochemistry could provide previously unknown insights into their research problems. Alan also broadened his collaborations with his former University of Melbourne colleagues (Ray Colton and Ray Martin) In summary, Alan has made an outstanding contribution to inorganic and electroanalytical chemistry both in Australia and internationally. He remains enormously keen to foster and mentor young scientists, many of whom have gone on to highly successful careers in academia and industry. At any one time in Alan's laboratory at Monash, there would be a mix of honours and Ph.D. students, postdoctoral fellows, academic colleagues, and overseas visitors contributing to the many areas of electrochemistry, making it a productive, highly engaging, and enjoyable environment. This also resulted in excellent group lunches every second Wednesday where the issues of the day were discussed. Finally, the 'sparkle that appears in his eyes' when he has data or challenging results that defy the obvious interpretation -these are the hallmarks of Alan Bond.
Thanks from us all.
